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SLUM REHABILITATION | HC upholds civic body’s authority to cancel project; cites
developer’s non-compliance and reiterates municipality’s rights over its own land

BMC’s rights trump bldr claims

Urvi Mahajani
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court (HC)
has held that the BMC has a
preferential right to develop
its own land. With this
remark, the HC dismissed a
petition challenging the can-
cellation of a slum rehabilita-
tion project in Malad East
after finding non-compliance
by the developer. “.the right
of the owner is a preferential
right, which needs to be of
paramount importance,
especially in a slum rehab
scheme,” the court said. A
developer’s rights are purely
contractual, it added.

A bench of Justices Girish
Kulkarni and Aarti Sathe, on
Wednesday, dismissed a peti-
tion filed by Om Vishwashanti

CHS (proposed) and devel-

oper Okhawala  Shelter, OBSERVATION
Builders & Developers, chal- — .
lenging a January 10, 2024, Petitioners’ conduct
order cancelling an NOC  showsnon-compliance
granted earlier for the pro- with NOC and LOI
ject. The bench held that the conditions
cancellation was lawful and .
Developer failed to

based on clear non-com- .

. submit workable
pliance. I

The project involved civic- P anzo: secure |
owned land, portions of mandatory approvals
whic'h' are reserveq for. a Civic body, as
municipal ward office, dis- landowner, retains
aster management facilities primary authority
and a muniCipal ChOka. The over use and devpt
developer was required to of its property
incorporate these amenities
into its plan and obtain appro- Rights of a private
vals from civic authorities. developer in such

An NOC was issued in schemes are
December 2021, followed by a contractual, not
letter of intent (Lol) from the absolute

Slum Rehabilitation

Authority (SRA) in November
2022. The BMC later issued a
show-cause notice, alleging
that the developer had failed
to submit feasible plans or
secure departmental clear-
ances despite repeated
opportunities. The NOC was
subsequently cancelled in
January 2024.

This is the second round of
litigation after the Supreme
Court directed the HC to
rehear the matter following
an earlier dismissal on techni-
cal grounds.

The BMC counsels, Joel
Carlos and Pushpa Yadav,
argued that the corporation,
as landowner, retains the
authority to grant or revoke
permissions when conditions
are breached. The NOC and
Lol, it said, explicitly required

the developer to obtain
approvals and provide work-
able plans for the reserved
public facilities.

According to the civic body,
the developer took virtually
no effective steps for over a
year after the letter was
issued, justifying cancellation
in the public interest. The
SRA, through advocate
Jagdish Aradwad (Reddy),
supported this position, not-
ing its own decision to cancel
the Lol after finding pro-
longed non-compliance.
Agreeing with the civic body,
the bench said the cancella-
tion order was well-reasoned.

“The conduct of the peti-
tioners smacks of non-com-
pliant behaviour in meeting
the NOC and Lol conditions,”
the court observed.

Truck kills one,

another injured

Palghar: A speeding truck
struck two pedestrians in
Wada, Palghar, on February
10, killing one and injuring
another. The deceased, Sadu
Balu Mukne, 55, from
Umrothe, was run over and
later died while being shifted
for advanced treatment, hos-
pital officials said. Residents
blamed delayed road widen-

ing, encroachments, and
heavy  congestion, and
demanded urgent safety

measures. Police registered a
case and launched investiga-
tion and traffic management
lapses. Citizens have urged
the civic and police adminis-
tration to take strict action,
clear encroachments, and
ensure safer movement.

Anti-narcotics
cells in NaviMum

Navi Mumbai: To dismantle
the city’s drug network, the
Navi Mumbai Police have
intensified their strategy by
establishing an Anti-Narcotics
Task Cell (ANTC) at every
police station. Shifting from
reliance on the central Anti-
Narcotics Cell alone, police
have empowered station-level
teams to tackle the growing
narcotics menace. Each ANTC
will gather intelligence on
persons involved in the sale
and storage of drugs, conduct
raids immediately upon
receiving credible informa-
tion, strengthen investigations
with technical and legal sup-
port, and maintain a proper
chain of custody of seized
contraband to ensure success-
ful prosecution. “Making Navi
Mumbai drug-free is our top
priority,” said a top police
officer.

3-day display of
sacred relic

Panvel: The local Sai devotee
community is set to come
together as the sacred
Padukas of Shirdi Sai Baba
arrive in Panvel for public
darshan at the Sai Baba
Temple between February 18
and 20. The three-day
observance is expected to
draw large participation from
residents across Panvel and
nearby areas. A planning
meeting was held at the Shri
Sai Baba Temple and Shri Sai
Narayan Baba Ashram to
review arrangements for the
religious gathering. Many
local leaders, representatives
and civic officials attended
the meeting.

T held as police
bust drug racket

Navi Mumbai: The Anti-
Narcotics Cell of Navi
Mumbai police busted a drug
trafficking racket operating
under the guise of a scrap
business near railway tracks
in Sector 28, Nerul, arresting
seven persons. Acting on a
tip-off, the police raided a hut
and seized 43.6 grams of her-
oin and 26 grams of ganja
worth Rs22 lakh. It was also
found that the scrap shop was
operating on an unauthorised
plot. The police have written
to the NMMC seeking
immediate demolition of the
illegal structure. The accused,
including  history-sheeter
Raju Rathod, were booked
under the NDPS Act. Two sus-
pects are absconding.

Assets worth 133 crore attached
in SBI bank fraud Imked to UIL

Ashish Singh
MUMBAI

The Enforcement Directorate’s
(ED) Mumbai zonal office has
provisionally attached immov-
able properties worth Rs132.85
crore, including plots of land
and office units in Mumbai and
Raigad, under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), in connection with
the ongoing investigation into
the alleged bank fraud by M/s
Ushdev International Limited
(UIL). With this attachment,
the total value of properties
seized in the case is Rsl76.37
crore.

The ED’s probe was initiated
based on an FIR registered by
the Banking Security & Fraud
Branch (BS & FB), CBI
Mumbai, following a com-
plaint filed by State Bank of
India (SBI) on behalf of an SBI-
led consortium of banks, alleg-
ing a bank fraud of nearly

Rs1,438 crore involving UIL
and its associated entities.

The ED’s probe revealed that
the accused allegedly availed
cash credit, letters of credit,
and buyers’ credit by submit-
ting forged trade documents
without any legitimate under-
lying business transactions.
The consortium was allegedly
induced to release funds,
which were routed through
shell and controlled entities,

creating circular transactions
with no commercial justifica-
tion.

Further findings indicated
that significant portions of
cash credit was diverted to
related entities that were dor-
mant or not engaged in genu-
ine business activities. The
funds were eventually routed
to Uttam Galva Group com-
panies, suggesting layering and
diversion of proceeds of crime.

I 8] Story In Picture

GP officer
nabbed for
33.5k bribe

Thane: The Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) Thane unit
booked a gram panchayat
officer in Sakadbav for alleg-
edly demanding a bribe to
process a property title deed
transfer.  The  accused,
Hiraman Madhu Tarware, 46,
was trapped by the agency for
demanding  Rs3,500 in
Asangaon. The anti-graft
agency received a complaint
against him on October 29,
2025, which stated that
Tarware had demanded a
Rs5,000 to transfer the title
deed of a house purchased by
the complainant’s wife. The
officials laid a trap in the pres-
ence of five independent wit-
nesses and it was confirmed
that Tarware reduced his
initial demand to Rs3,500 and
then ultimately settled on
Rs3,000 to facilitate the legal
transfer of the property docu-
ments.

ative in the country, the

Navi Mumbai Police
Commissionerate has oper-
ationalised a fully equipped,
state-of-the-art container
shooting range at its
Kalamboli headquarters on
a pilot basis, allowing not
only police personnel but
also licensed private firearm
holders to practise in a con-
trolled environment.

The indoor range, devel-
oped by Mag 5 Innovations
Private Limited, a Murbad-
based company in Thane

In a first-of-its-kind initi-

as India’s first fully equipped
containerised indoor shoot-
ing range of its kind.

district known for its The containerised shoot-
defence training infrastruc- ing range measures 37
ture, has been installed metresinlength, 4 metresin

width and 4 metres in
height, and has three inde-
pendent lanes for practice.
Developed in 2025 as per
modern standards, it is fitted

inside a large container and
is fully air-conditioned, bul-
let proof and soundproof.
Built using advanced tech-
nology, it is being described

I1st container shootlng range in Navi Mumbai

T
g A A

with a certified bullet-trap-
ping system, soundproofing
treatment and an integrated
surveillance mechanism.
The facility includes a sys-
tem to safely collect bullet
residues after firing, along
with CCTV cameras and a
control panel for close moni-
toring of practice sessions.
Being fully enclosed, the

range ensures that weather
conditions such as rain, heat
or cold do not affect training.
The
designed to maximise tech-
nology within limited space.

vate firearm licence holders
often struggle to find a safe
place for practice, The com-
missioner of police Milind
Bharambe took the initiative
to open the facility to auth-
orised citizens. Those hold-
ing valid revolver or pistol
licences will be permitted to
use the hi-tech range after
complying with prescribed
rules,
range has been started on a
pilot basis. It will enable
police personnel as well as
licensed private
holders to practise accurate
shooting.

facility has been

Recognising that many pri-

officials said. This

firearm

—Raina Assainar

SAKET CREEK
BRIDGE TO OPEN
IN TWO DAYS

Project|
MSRDC completed
construction

Location

Bridge built at Saket
Creek in Thane to
ease Mumbai-Nashik
corridor pressure

Four-lane bridge
constructed adjacent
to old one

200 metres

Expected to be
operational within two
days after final safety
and load tests

Problem stretch

Majiwada-Vadpe

section long faced
bottlenecks due to
two-lane Old Saket
Bridge

 Traffic issues

Heavy vehicles
caused peak-hour
jams; monsoon
potholes frequently
crippled movement.

Text: Fariyal Sayyed

mumbai

Mumbai, Saturday, February 14, 2026

MMRDA to open
Mira-Bhayandar
flyover in phases

One lane each way will open first
until DP land handover by MBMC

Sweety Bhagwat Officials stated that until the
MUMBAI required DP width land is made

available by the Mira
The Mumbai Metropolitan Bhayandar Municipal

Region Development Authority
(MMRDA) will operationalise
the Mira-Bhayandar flyover in a
phased manner, beginning with
one lane in each direction
beyond Golden Nest Circle, in
accordance with the originally
sanctioned design and prevail-

ing site conditions.

The flyover is being con-
structed as part of Mumbai
Metro Line-9 (Dahisar East-
Mira Bhayandar) and forms an
integral component of the cor-
integrated double-

ridor’s

decker transport system.

The

including

congestion.

Beyond this point, due to
right-of-way limitations, railway
proximity, and development
plan (DP) land constraints, the
approved design incorporates a
configuration.

1+1

project
designed and executed strictly
as per Indian Road Congress
(IRC) standards and approvals
granted in 2020-2021. The com-
plete geometric configuration,
transition
zones and future expansion
provisions, was cleared at the
design stage itself. Up to Golden
Nest Circle — one of the most
congested junctions in the
Mira-Bhayandar belt - the fly-
over provides a full 2+2 lane
grade-separated configuration
to maximise vehicular disper-
sion and ease junction-level

ramp

has

traffic

Corporation for ramp widen-
stretch is not physically feasible.
Accordingly, opening

phased execution
aligned with ground realities.

The authority has mandated

that all road infrastructure pro-

IRC compliance norms. The fly-

pendent audit before opening.

been

Metro 2B, Line
9 phase | to
open in March

Phase | sections of
Metro Line 2B, Line 9
are likely to be opened
to the public in March,
after the conclusion of
the state budgetary
session, sources said.
For Metro Line 2B,
Phase | covers a 5.4km
stretch between
Diamond Garden in
Chembur and Mandale
in Mankhurd, with five
stations — Diamond
Garden, Shivaji Chowk,
BSNL Metro, Mankhurd
and Mandale. This will
improve east-west
connectivity.

HC dismisses plea claiming
lessee rights over salt pan land

Urvi Mahajani
MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Friday dismissed a petition
filed by Maheshkumar G
Garodia, who claimed lessee
rights over a parcel of dis-
puted salt pan land at
Kanjurmarg, bringing an
end to his challenge amid an
ownership tussle between
the Union and Maharashtra
governments. A detailed
copy of the judgment is
awaited.

A bench of Chief Justice
Shree Chandrashekhar and
Justice Gautam Ankhad
rejected Garodia’s plea after
hearing the parties.
Immediately after the dis-
missal, Garodia’s counsel
sought a stay on the oper-
ation of the order, which the
court declined.

Garodia had approached
the High Court asserting that
he derived rights over the
land through a historic lease
granted to his predecessor.
According to Garodia, the
parcel formed part of salt
pan land historically linked
to the Centre’s Arthur Salt

R

o a Metro Line 6 depot.

F

the Konkan

Revenue Minister
Chandrakant Patil to pass a
decision regarding land

ownership in 2018.

Land forms part of a

15ha Kanjurmarg
parcel, which was
transferred to the
MMRDA to build

Metro Line 6 depot

Works. The lease in favour of
Garodia’s predecessor was
executed in 1917 for 99 years.
The salt department, how-
ever, terminated the lease in
2004 alleging violations of its
and it expired in

terms,

2020, the

car shed project.

October 2016.

The land in question forms
a  15-hectare
Kanjurmarg parcel that was
transferred to the Mumbai

part  of

Metropolitan

Development

Region
Authority

The Union government,
through the Deputy Salt
challenged
this alleging arbitrariness
and abuse of power, and con-
land
belonged to the Centre. The
had earlier
directed authorities to main-
tain the status quo over the

Commissioner,

tending that the

High Court

property.

has been amicably settled.

Edu official held
with I8k bribe
for ‘exam help’

GKB OPHTHALMICS LIMITED

CIN : L26109GA1981PLCO000469
Regd. Office: 16-A, Tivim Industrial Estate, Mapusa Goa. 403 526

Tel Mo, [D232) 6714444 E-mail: gkbophthalmicsfgkb.net

Website: www.ghkb.net

EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 2025

(Ra. in Lakhs axoept aamings per share dala |

Raina Assainar Standalons Consolidated
NAVI MUMBAI ﬁl- Particulars Quarter ended Nine months ended | Year ended Quarter ended Nine months ended | Year ended
An assistant superintendent of the Maharashtra ? 311225 | 30,0925 | 311224 | 311225 | 311224 | 900325 | 51.42.05 | 30.09.25 [ 311224 | 314225 | 31.12.24 | 31.03.25
State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary : Unaudited | Unaudiied | Unaudited | Unaudited | Unaudited | Avdited | Unaudited Un:udlbfd anaudllu Unaudited | Unaudited | Audited
Foenion v cog e ey e Nt || |1 (Wi moe T amel” o | [ ssual sl sl sons] e it s [ [
. . . . | 1 : | i 15 : | =kl 5 i [ : g1 Za) it |1 B2 R

Zﬁlégngll; iﬁ&%ﬁg?ﬁ?& (])Sfuésgl(;o(gg)]?r:;ﬂgz 3 | Mat Profit | (Loss) for the period {after Excaplional ilems and before Tax) N06| (5047) (15.74) | (171.92)| (358.B3) | (603.63) BB, 50 194,19 | {132.56) 20571 | (296.28) [ (690.93)

. . ’ 4 | Net Profit { (Loss) for the penod (after Exceplional ilems and Tax) 9808 | (5226) (16.74) | (166.48) | (36284)| (810.79) 7072 18412 | (190:53) 19077 | (29504) | (707.92)
a writer for a specially-abled Class 10 student ; : i

e . .. . 5 | Total Cormprehansive Income for the period [Comprising Profit | (Loss)
and facilitate a change in examination subjects. for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after 1x)] 1MB.OS | (57.351 | (19.60) | (158.69) | (37141)| (B31.15) 40.08 5327 | (28224) (202} | (a1434) | (BB1.22)
The trap was laid on Friday afternoon at the § | Equity Share Capital 50406| s50406| 50408 | s0408| 50406  S0406|  S504.06) 50406 | 50406 | 50406 | S0408|  504.06
board’s divisional office in Vashi. T | Reserves (exciuding Revaluation Reserve) as shown in the Audited - = o - - 1963 36 = 5 : = = 4600 83
The accused has been identified as Sudam Balance Sheet of the pravious year
Lotan Chavan, 57, posted at Vashi divisional & | Eamings Per Share (of Rs. 10/- each) (for continuing and
office. The complainant, a private tutor who discontinued operations)
runs Genius Learning Centre, had applied for a (a) Basic (Rs.) 185 (104 (0.33) (334 | ran ) {1212 0.BE <R (4.03) 204 (B.34) | (13.98)
writer for a student with a learning disability (b) Deuted (Rs.) 195 (104 | (0.33) Ean| e | (212 0.88 3T 408 20 (6.94) |  {13.98)
who is scheduled to appear for the SSC examin- Notis:
ation in February 2026. 1. The above unaudited standalone financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31, 2025 have been reviewed by the Audit Committes and apgroved by the Board of Directors of the Company at their
When the complainant visited the office on respective meetings held on February 12, 2026 which has been subjected to limited review by the statutory awdtors of the Company.

Thursday to follow up on the application, 2. The company operations predominantly relates o manufacturing and frading in unfinished ophthalmics lenses made wp of plastic. The Chief Operating Decision Maker (CODM) reviews the operations of the company as one
Chavan allegedly demanded Rs10,000 to pro- aperating segment. Hence no separate segment infarmation has been reporied
vide the writer and process the subject change 3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial results fled with the Stock Exchange under Reguiation 33 of the SEBI [Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 The full format of
request. The complainant then approached the the quarterly financial resulis are available on the Stock Exchange website (www bseindia.com) and on Company’s website (wwa.gkb.net),
Navi Mumbai ACB and lodged a complaint on 4, The aforementioned resulls can also be accessed through the Quick Response Code (QR Code) as provided below
February 12.

During verification on Friday, the accused
allegedly agreed to accept Rs8,000 as a negoti-
ated amount. Around 12.45pm, Chavan was
caught red-handed while accepting the bribe
by deputy superintendent of police Dharmaraj
Sonke and his team. A case has been registered

Place : Mapusa - Goa
Date : 12" February, 2026

For GKB Ophthalmics Limited

Cedric Lobo

Whole-Time Director

DIN: 09124746

against the accused at Vashi police station.

ing, full 2+2 utilisation in that

the
stretch with one lane in each
direction is part of a planned
strategy

jects undergo a third-party
road safety assessment prior to
commissioning, over and above

over will also undergo this inde-

o (MMRDA) for construction of

An order was passed by
Divisional
Commissioner in May 2018.
This order had led then

Following the Revenue
Minister’s order, on October 1,
then Mumbai
Suburban District Collector
under the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government decided
to transfer 102 acres of
Kanjurmarg salt pan land to
the MMRDA for the Metro

The Centre and the state
have since informed the court
that their ownership dispute
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IN'THE COURT OF THE INSPECTOR OF
SURVEY AND LAND RECORDS, MARGAO GOA.
Case No. 5/ISLR/DEM/Sal/Deus/43/25
. Devdatt Shrikant Lotlikar rjo 2nd Palvem,

Chinchinim, Salcete Goa 403715
....Applicant
Vis
1. Lourenco Pinto, Resident of 2 Palvem,
Chinchinim, Salcete, Goa - 403715. 2.
Belmira Vaz e Pinto (Deceased) Resident of
2nd Palvem, Chinchinim, Salcete, Goa -
403715. 3. Maria Rosalina Marta Silva alias
Rosalina Marta da Silva, Resident of 2nd
Palvem, Chinchinim, Salcete, Goa - 403715.
4. Benson Borgio Secundo Netuano De
Jesus Almeida alias Benson Almeida,
Resident of 2nd Palvem, Chinchinim,
Salcete, Goa - 403715. 5. Srikant Vitol
Lotlikar (Deceased) Resident of 2nd
Palvem, Chinchinim, Salcete, Goa-403715.
6. Jose Nicolau Antonio Dias Resident of 2nd
Palvem, Chinchinim, Salcete, Goa-403715.
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